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Foreword
ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of conformity
assessment, the ISO Committee on conformity assessment (CASCO) is responsible for the development of
International Standards and Guides.
International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
Draft International Standards are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.
ISO/IEC 17021 was prepared by the ISO Committee on conformity assessment (CASCO).
It was circulated for voting to the national bodies of both ISO and IEC, and was approved by both
organizations.
This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO/IEC 17021:2006), which has been revised to
expand the scope. The first edition is provisionally retained for a period of one year until the systematic review
of this second edition.
This International Standard has also been published in an unofficial, marked version indicating changes from
the previous edition.

© ISO 2011 — All rights reserved

v

ISO/IEC 17021:2011(E)

This is a preview of "ISO/IEC 17021:2011". Click here to purchase the full version from the ANSI store.

Introduction
Certification of a management system, such as a quality or environmental management system of an
organization, is one means of providing assurance that the organization has implemented a system for the
management of the relevant aspects of its activities, in line with its policy.
This International Standard specifies requirements for certification bodies. Observance of these requirements
is intended to ensure that certification bodies operate management system certification in a competent,
consistent and impartial manner, thereby facilitating the recognition of such bodies and the acceptance of their
certifications on a national and international basis. This International Standard serves as a foundation for
facilitating the recognition of management system certification in the interests of international trade.
Certification of a management system provides independent demonstration that the management system of
the organization
a) conforms to specified requirements,
b) is capable of consistently achieving its stated policy and objectives, and
c) is effectively implemented.
Conformity assessment such as certification of a management system thereby provides value to the
organization, its customers and interested parties.
In this International Standard, Clause 4 describes the principles on which credible certification is based. These
principles help the reader to understand the essential nature of certification and they are a necessary prelude
to Clauses 5 to 10. These principles underpin all the requirements in this International Standard, but such
principles are not auditable requirements in their own right. Clause 10 describes two alternative ways of
supporting and demonstrating the consistent achievement of the requirements in this International Standard
through the establishment of a management system by the certification body.
This International Standard is intended for use by bodies that carry out audit and certification of management
systems. It gives generic requirements for such certification bodies performing audit and certification in the
field of quality, environmental and other forms of management systems. Such bodies are referred to as
certification bodies. This wording should not be an obstacle to the use of this International Standard by bodies
with other designations that undertake activities covered by the scope of this document.
Certification activities involve the audit of an organization's management system. The form of attestation of
conformity of an organization's management system to a specific management system standard or other
normative requirements is normally a certification document or a certificate.
The publication of this International Standard includes the text of ISO/IEC 17021:2006, including amendments
to delete relevant references to ISO 19011, with new text adding specific requirements for third-party
certification auditing and the management of competence of personnel involved in certification.
Specific market needs have already been identified, resulting from a lack of specific and recognized
requirements for third-party auditors of management systems, such as quality management systems,
environmental management systems or food safety management systems. The lack of requirements for
auditor competence and the way in which these auditors are managed and deployed has been identified by
key interested parties, including industry interested parties, as being a drawback.
This International Standard provides a set of requirements for management systems auditing at a generic
level, aimed at providing a reliable determination of conformity to the applicable requirements for certification,
conducted by a competent audit team, with adequate resources and following a consistent process, with the
results reported in a consistent manner.
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This International Standard is applicable to the auditing and certification of any type of management system. It
is recognized that some of the requirements, and in particular those related to auditor competence, can be
supplemented with additional criteria in order to achieve the expectations of the interested parties.
In this International Standard, the word “shall” indicates a requirement and the word “should” a
recommendation.
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