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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are
members of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical
committees established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity.
ISOand IEC technical committees collaborate in fieldsofmutual interest. Other international organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the
different types of document should be noted. This documentwas drafted in accordancewith the editorial
rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see https://www.iso.org/directives or
https://www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs).

ISO and IEC draw attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the
use of (a) patent(s). ISO and IEC take no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any
claimed patent rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO and IEC had
not received notice of (a) patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However,
implementers are cautioned that this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained
from the patent database available at https://www.iso.org/patents and https://pat-
ents.iec.ch. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanationof the voluntarynature of standards, themeaning of ISO specific terms and expressions
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see
https://www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html. In the IEC, see https://www.iec.ch/under-
standing-standards.

This document was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology, Sub-
committee SC 32, Data management and interchange.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body.
https://www.iso.org/members.htmlandhttps://www.iec.ch/national-committees.
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Introduction

This document defines GQL, a database language formodeling structured data as a graph, and for storing,
querying, and modifying that data in a graph database or other graph store. There are two major graph
data models in current use: the Resource Description Framework (RDF) model and the Property Graph
model. The RDF model has been standardized by W3C in a number of specifications. GQL addresses the
Property Graph model.

Property graphs organize data as entities called nodes (or, alternatively, vertices) and edges (or, altern-
atively, relationships). Each graph element (a node or an edge) can have associated labels and properties.
The flexibility and intuitiveness of the data model and its emphasis on interconnections between graph
elements make property graphs suitable for storing complex knowledge and for analytical tasks such as
entity resolution, fraud detection, cyber security, and forecasting.

GQL is declarative and transactional, taking inspiration from SQL and from leading independently-
developed property graph languages. Property graphs select data primarily through path pattern
matching. Defining path pattern searches in a graph is often simpler or more flexible than defining the
equivalent joins in SQL. The flexible datamodel, the availability of pathpatternmatching, and the efficiency
of traversing edges compared to joining tables have led to increasing interest in property graphdatabases.

Various graph datamodels have been around formany decades, but it is only since the early 21st century
that the demand has driven the rise of commercial graph database and graph analytical systems for
property graphs.

GQL provides a standard yet flexible common language for this growing market. GQL supports the same
graphpatternmatching syntax as SQLPropertyGraphQueries, ISO/IEC9075-16, Information technology
—Database languages SQL—Part 16: Property Graph Queries (SQL/PGQ).While SQL/PGQ provides the
property graph data model and graph pattern matching on top of a relational SQL database, GQL is
intended for pure property graphs that provide graph data management independent from SQL.
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