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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through 1SO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with 1SO, also take part in the work. 1ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

In other circumstances, particularly when there is an urgent market requirement for such documents, a
technical committee may decide to publish other types of document:

— an ISO Publicly Available Specification (ISO/PAS) represents an agreement between technical experts in
an 1SO working group and is accepted for publication if it is approved by more than 50 % of the members
of the parent committee casting a vote;

— an ISO Technical Specification (ISO/TS) represents an agreement between the members of a technical
committee and is accepted for publication if it is approved by 2/3 of the members of the committee casting
avote.

An ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is reviewed after three years in order to decide whether it will be confirmed for a
further three years, revised to become an International Standard, or withdrawn. If the ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is
confirmed, it is reviewed again after a further three years, at which time it must either be transformed into an
International Standard or be withdrawn.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO/PAS 17208-1 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 43, Acoustics, Subcommittee SC 1, Noise.
However, by the time of its publication, responsibility for this document, as well as for future underwater
acoustics work, had been transferred to Subcommittee SC 3, Underwater acoustics.

ISO/PAS 17208 consists of the following parts, under the general title Acoustics — Quantities and procedures
for description and measurement of underwater sound from ships:

— Part 1: General requirements for measurements in deep water [Publicly Available Specification]

Measurements in shallow water is to form the subject of a future part of ISO 17208.
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Introduction

This part of ISO 17208 was developed to provide a standardized measurement method for the quantification
and qualification of a ship's underwater (radiated) noise, and is aimed at promoting consistency of reported
sound measurements from shipping sources. Reduction of all types of vessel emissions — most notably,
ballast water and engine emissions — became an issue in the decade prior to its publication. More recently,
those concerns came to include underwater noise and its the impact on marine animals.

Excessive underwater noise has the potential to interfere with a marine animal's ability to perform a variety of
critical life functions, including navigation, communication and finding food. Because of this, the environmental
impact statements of underwater projects such as pile-driving, pipe-laying and oil exploration now include
assessments of the impact of underwater noise.
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