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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www .iso .org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www .iso .org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see www .iso 
.org/iso/foreword .html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 171, Document management applications, 
Subcommittee SC 2, Document file formats, EDMS systems and authenticity of information.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO/TR 22957:2009), which has been 
technically revised. The main changes compared with the previous edition are as follows: 

— updates have been made to bring the document in line with current generation technologies;

— the references have been revised and updated throughout;

— terms and definitions have been added and the acronyms section has been removed;

— “electronic document management system (EDMS)” has been changed to “enterprise content 
management (ECM)” throughout;

— the wording has been improved throughout and the contents have been reorganized to provide 
clarifications.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www .iso .org/members .html.
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Introduction

This document provides detailed information associated with the analysis, selection and implementation 
procedures associated with enterprise content management (ECM) systems. The development of 
this document is a result of organizational requests to receive vendor-neutral industry information 
associated with technology standards, technical reports and industry best practices for ECM projects.

Terms and acronyms associated with various aspects of ECM technologies commonly change over 
time, as technology developers and vendors update product lines and solutions to address customer 
requirements. In most cases, the new terms and acronyms reflect updates and changes to how these 
technologies are used, typically by incorporating additional levels of functionality and very rarely 
resulting in an entirely new core technology. This is important to note as the core ECM technologies 
are constantly maturing, and solution providers are identifying not only new approaches to addressing 
organizational issues and requirements, but also expanding the use of these technologies into areas 
previously unconsidered. As such, organizations are constantly challenged to keep pace with how 
an updated technology is currently being referenced, especially when the same core technology is 
referenced differently between vendors and, at times, various groups of suppliers.

For the purposes of this document, the terms “document management” and “content management” 
can be considered to be synonymous. As the ECM industry (previously referred to as the “document 
management” or “electronic content management” industry) has matured over the years the ability 
to store electronic information has greatly expanded from hard copy document scanning into digital 
images in the early 1980s to the management of any digital or electronic document that today is referred 
to as “electronically stored information (ESI)”.

Clause 4 provides detailed information describing each of these technologies, and how they operate and 
inter-operate.

Clause 5 provides detailed information associated with currently available industry standards and 
technical reports.

Clause 7 provides detailed information related to industry best practices associated with all the 
customary project phases for ECM technology analysis, selection and implementation. These project 
activities are considered to be industry best practices. It has been demonstrated over the past 10 years 
that organizations following all the recommended steps and activities have a much greater level of 
project success while greatly decreasing, and in most cases eliminating, unnecessary technologies, 
user licences, etc. This is very important, especially with most organizations carefully examining all 
expenditures related to all aspects of technology procurements.

This document provides detailed guidance to organizations considering the use of any of those 
technologies that comprise ECM [document imaging, document/library services, routing/business 
process management (BPM)/workflow, records management applications (RMAs), forms management, 
enterprise report management (ERM), etc.]. It should be noted and acknowledged that a complete 
records management programme set up against ISO 15489-1 is critical to any organization and is 
integral to any complete and thorough management plan associated with electronic information 
regardless of whether it is referred to as a “document”, “record”, “audio”, “video”, etc., internally by the 
organization.
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