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Abstract: 
 
An industrial steel work platform is a prefabricated elevated platform 
located in an industrial environment, pre-designed using a steel framing 
system.  Flooring may include other structural or non-structural elements 
such as, but not limited to, concrete, steel, and/or engineered wood-
products.  This Specification is intended to be applied to the design, 
manufacturing, installation, and maintenance of such structures. 
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American National Standard 
 
Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the requirements 
for due process, consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards 
developer. 
 
Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, 
substantial agreement has been reached by directly and materially affected interests.  Substantial 
agreement means much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity.  Consensus 
requires that all views and objections be considered, and that a concerted effort be made toward 
their resolution. 
 
The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any 
respect preclude anyone, whether he has approved the standards or not, from manufacturing, 
marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes or procedures not conforming to the 
standards. 
 
The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no 
circumstances give an interpretation of any American National Standard.  Moreover, no person 
shall have the right or authority to issue an interpretation of an American National Standard in the 
name of the American National Standards Institute.  Requests for interpretations should be 
addressed to the sponsor whose name appears on the title page of this standard. 
 
CAUTION NOTICE:  This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time.  
The procedures of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken 
periodically to reaffirm, revise or withdraw this standard.  Purchasers of American National 
Standards may receive current information on all standards by calling or writing the American 
National Standards Institute. 
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Disclaimer 

 
This Specification was developed under Material Handling Industry procedures and approved by ANSI on 
27 October 2009.  It represents suggested design practices, manufacturing, and installation criteria for 
industrial steel work platforms. It was developed with the sole intent of offering information to parties 
engaged in the manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or use of industrial steel work platforms. This 
Specification is advisory only and acceptance is voluntary and the standard should be regarded as a 
guide that the user may or may not choose to adopt, modify, or reject. The information does not constitute 
a comprehensive safety program and should not be relied upon as such.  
 
Material Handling Industry (MHI), Storage Equipment Manufacturers Association (SMA), and their 
members assume no responsibility and disclaim all liability of any kind, however arising, as a result of 
acceptance or use or alleged use of this Specification. The user specifically understands and agrees that 
the MHI and SMA and their officers, agents, and employees shall not be liable under any legal theory of 
any kind for any action or failure to act with respect to the design, erection, installation, manufacturing, 
preparation for sale, sale, characteristics, features, or delivery of anything covered by this standard. Any 
use of this information must be determined by the user to be in accordance with applicable federal, state, 
and local laws and regulations. 
 
MHI and SMA make no warranties of any kind, expressed, implied, or statutory, in connection with the 
information in this standard. MHI and SMA specifically disclaim all implied warranties of merchantability or 
of fitness for particular purpose. 
 
By referring to or otherwise employing this Specification, the user agrees to defend, protect, indemnify, 
and hold MHI and SMA and their officers, agents, and employees harmless from and against all claims, 
losses, expenses, damages, and liabilities, direct, incidental, or consequential, arising from acceptance or 
use or alleged use of this Specification, including loss of profits and reasonable attorney’s fees which may 
arise out of the acceptance or use or alleged use of this standard. The intent of this provision and of the 
user is to absolve and protect MHI and SMA and their officers, agents, and employees from any and all 
loss relating in any way to this Specification, including those resulting from the user’s own negligence. 
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Foreword     (This foreword is not part of American National Standard MH28.3-2009) 
 
The Storage Equipment Manufacturers Association, hereinafter referred to as SMA, is a product section 
of the Material Handling Industry of America (MHIA), a division of the Material Handling Industry (MHI), 
and is comprised of manufacturers engaged in the design, fabrication, testing, sale, and installation of 
storage equipment.  
 
The membership of SMA is made up of companies which produce the majority of the industrial steel work 
platforms as defined by the scope of this Standard. 
 
Material Handling Industry 
The Material Handling Industry (MHI) provides SMA with certain services and, in connection with this 
Standard, arranges for its production and distribution.  The Material Handling Industry nor its officers, 
directors, and employees have any other participation in the development and preparation of the 
information contained in the Standard. 
 
All inquiries concerning the Standard should be directed in writing to the SMA Engineering Committee, 
8720 Red Oak Boulevard, Suite 201, Charlotte, NC 28217. 
 
The use of this Standard is permissive, not mandatory. Voluntary use is within the control and discretion 
of the user and is not intended to, and does not in any way limit the ingenuity, responsibility, or 
prerogative of individual manufacturers to design or produce industrial steel work platforms which do not 
comply with this Standard. SMA has no legal authority to require or enforce compliance with this 
Standard. This advisory Standard provides technical guidelines to the user for his specific application. 
Following the Standard does not assure compliance with applicable federal, state, or local regulations and 
codes. This Standard is not binding on any person and does not have the effect of law. 
 
The SMA and the Material Handling Industry do not take any position regarding any patent rights or 
copyrights which could be asserted with regard to this Standard and does not undertake to ensure 
anyone using this Standard against liability, nor assume any such liability. Users of this Standard are 
expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such copyrights, patent rights, and risk of 
infringement of such rights is entirely their own responsibility. 
 
In the interest of safety, all users of work platforms are advised to regularly inspect and properly maintain 
the structural integrity of their structure by assuring proper operational, housekeeping, and maintenance 
procedures. 
 
Users of the Standard must rely on competent advice to specify, test, and/or design the industrial steel 
work platform for their particular application. This Standard is offered as a guideline. If a user refers to, or 
otherwise employs, all or any part of this Standard, the user agrees to follow the terms of indemnity, 
warranty disclaimer, and disclaimer of liability. 
 
The members of SMA at the date of approval were: 
 
Cooper B-Line 
Cornerstone Specialty Wood Products, LLC 
Excel Storage Products, LP 
MBG-Meiser Bartley Gratings LLC 
Penco Products, Inc. 
Schaefer Systems International, Inc. 

SpaceRak, Div. of Heartland Steel Products, Inc. 
Steel King Industries, Inc.  
Tri-Boro Shelving & Partition Corp. 
Unarco Material Handing, Inc. 
Western Pacific Storage Solutions 
Wildek, Inc.  
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Specification for the Design, Manufacture, and 
Installation of Industrial Steel Work Platforms 

 
 
1.0 Overview 
 
1.1 Scope 

 
1.1.1 This Specification applies to industrial steel work platforms. An industrial steel 

work platform is a prefabricated elevated platform located in an industrial 
environment, pre-designed using a steel framing system.  Flooring may 
include other structural or non-structural elements such as, but not limited to, 
concrete, steel, and/or engineered wood-products. The people working on 
such a platform shall be trained employees, accustomed to a manufacturing 
or warehouse environment and dressed accordingly. 

 
1.1.2 This Specification is intended to be applied to the design, manufacturing, 
 installation, and maintenance of such structures. 
   
1.1.3 Industrial steel work platforms are hereinafter be referred to as “work 

platforms”. 
 
1.2 Integrity of work platforms 
 

The owner shall maintain the integrity of the installed work platform by 
assuring proper operational housekeeping and maintenance procedures 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

 
1.2.1 Prohibit overloading at any one area or the overall platform. 
 
1.2.2 Keep the guardrail and handrail in place under normal conditions. 
 
1.2.3 Keep access and egress stairways free of debris. 
 
1.2.4 Properly enforce application restrictions as stated in the scope of  
 this Specification. 
 
1.2.5 When damaged, immediately unload the appropriate area of the structure, 

then repair or replace the damaged component(s). 
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