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SECTION ONE – Introduction and Making the Case 
 
1.A  Introduction 
This Integrative Process (IP) Guide is comprised of two sections:  Section One introduces the 
history, intent, background, philosophy, and fundamental premises that support the growing need 
for building design and construction teams to align around the implementation of a clearly defined 
Integrative Process. Section Two defines that process; providing a step-by-step outline for its 
implementation. Accordingly, Section Two is the portion that project teams should follow when they 
desire to conform with this ANSI Consensus Standard Guide. 
 
This document is the result of six years of work beginning in November 2005, when a core 
committee of building industry practitioners gathered in Chicago to begin a dialogue on how to offer 
the marketplace a document that codifies the meaning, importance, structure, and practice of an 
Integrative Design Process. The Institute for Market Transformation to Sustainability (MTS) 
requested the formation of this group to create a standard guideline of practice that would provide 
building Owners and building design and construction practitioners with a framework for practicing 
in a highly interactive way, using a co-learning process.  This Integrative Process is essential for 
achieving both cost efficiencies and highly effective sustainably oriented performance.  Many 
professionals talk about the need for this process, but very few teams do it well. This guide is 
intended to inform designers, engineers, constructors, facilities managers, building owners, and 
clients about this process and to provide a framework for taking the mystery out of this way of 
practicing.   
 
Version 2.0 is a refinement of the ANSI/MTS 1.0 Whole Systems Integrated Process Guide 
(WSIP)-2007 for Sustainable Buildings and Communities. After Version 1.0 was adopted, a book 
was published to elaborate on the “lessons learned” from implementing an Integrative Process (IP). 
The book, The Integrative Design Guide to Green Building, written by the 7group and Bill Reed 
(IDGGB, or, the Reference Guide), built upon the structure of the original ANSI Standard Guide 
and appreciably refined it. Further, in 2009, approximately thirty peer reviewers, from a range of 
design and building professions, were engaged to review the detail practices and stages outlined in 
the book; a workshop was held in Seattle, Washington in October 2009 to synthesize their 
comments.  This Version 2.0 is guided by the suggestions, comments, and edits that grew out of 
this peer review process. 
  
As outlined in the prior Version 1.0 Standard Guide, the premises of this document are:    

- It needs to be simple enough to be referenced by busy building professionals and clients 
seeking to understand why they can benefit from an IP structure. 

- It needs to be specific enough to function as a guideline for practitioners and clients in 
determining the scope and deliverables associated with building design, construction, and 
operations practices. 

- The framework needs to be generic enough to be applicable to a wide variety of project 
types and process entry points in the timeline of a project. 

- It needs to speak to all participants in project delivery, so that they can comfortably 
participate in the integrative design process. 

 
1.B  Integrative Process Definition 
The Integrative Process actively seeks to design and construct projects that are cost-effective over 
both the short and long terms, by engaging all project team members in an intentional process of 
discovering mutually beneficial interrelationships and synergies between systems and 
components, in a way that unifies technical and living systems, so that high levels of building 
performance, human performance, and environmental benefits are achieved.  
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