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American Approval of an American National Standard requires verification
by ANSI that the requirements for due process, consensus, and

National other criteria for approval have been met by the standards
developer. An American National Standard implies a consensus
Standard of those substantially concerned with its scope and provisions.

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI
Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement has been
reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial
agreement means much more than a simple majority, but not
necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and
objections be considered, and that a concerted effort be made
toward their resolution. The existence of an American National
Standard does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether s/he
has approved the standard or not, from manufacturing, marketing,
purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not
conforming to the standards. It is intended as a guide to aid the
manufacturer, the consumer, and the general public.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop
standards and will in no circumstances give an interpretation of
any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall
have the right or authority to issue an interpretation of an
American National Standard in the name of the American
National Standards Institute. Requests for interpretations should
be addressed to the Committee Secretary referred to in the
foreword.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be
revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures of the
American National Standards Institute require that action be
taken periodically to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard.
Purchasers of American National Standards may receive current
information on all standards by calling or writing the American
National Standards Institute.
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form,

in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise, without
prior written permission of the publisher.

Printed in the United States of America.
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Foreword
(This Foreword is not part of ANSI C78.79.-2014.)

This is a revised and re-designated standard recently updated by American National
Standards Committee C78 on Electric Lamps.

Suggestions for improvement of this standard should be submitted to the

Senior Technical Director, Operations
National Electrical Manufacturers Association
1300 North 17th Street, Suite 900

Rosslyn, VA 22209

This standard was processed and approved by Accredited Standards Committee on
Electric Lamps, ASC C78. Committee approval of the standard does not necessarily
imply that all committee members voted for that approval.

The purpose of the revision and re-designation of this horizontal standard is to include
solid state light sources that are functional applications of traditional lamps
(incandescent, fluorescent and high intensity discharge lamps). This horizontal standard
was first developed in the 1940’s by the Accredited Standards Committee (ASC) C79
under this secretariat. ASC C79 has been disbanded and consolidated into the work
program of ASC C78.

The following represents some of the select changes incorporated into this proposed
revision/re-designation:

° Change designation from ASC C79 to ASC C78

° A Patent Disclaimer statement

° The statement “glass bulb” replaced with “envelope shapes” for the electric lamp
° Inclusion of relevant normative standards

° Inclusion of envelope shapes germane to solid state lighting. As an example, the

“‘MRX” (multifaceted reflector, extended).
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American National Standard

Nomenclature for Envelope Shapes
Intended for Use with Electric Lamps

1 Scope

This standard describes a system of nomenclature that provides designations for
envelope shapes used for all electric lamps. This system is shown in customary
(inch-based) units and SI (metric-based) units. These envelope shapes are
intended to be used with ANSI standardized base and holder systems. These
general shapes are not associated with specific base and holder systems; they may
be used with one or more of these systems.

The nomenclature system is intended for application with LED lamps and glass
bulbs that originate both as parts and as stock. As a part, a bulb is assembled
directly into finished lamps without major alterations. As stock, a bulb may be re-
worked or altered during lamp assembly, while maintaining its basic identifying
characteristics.

1.1 Important Patent Disclaimer

It is possible that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. When this document was approved for publication, the National
Electrical Manufactures Association did not know of any patent applications, patents
pending, or existing patents. NEMA shall not be held responsible for identifying any
or all such patent rights.

1.2 Normative References

The following standards contain provisions, which through reference in this text
constitute provisions of this American National Standard. At the time of publication,
the editions indicated were valid. All standards are subject to revision, and parties
to agreements based on this American National Standard are encouraged to
investigate the possibility of applying the most recent editions of the standards
indicated below.

The following normative reference standards are the other ANSI lamp specific
dimensional and performance standards that should be used with this standard.

ANSI C81.61-2009 Bases (Caps) for Electric Lamps

ANSI C81.62-2009 Electric Lampholders

© 2014 National Electrical Manufacturers Association


https://webstore.ansi.org/Standards/NEMA/ANSIC78792014?source=preview

