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Foreword 

This Foreword is not part of National Fluid Power Association Recommended Standard Hydraulic fluid power — 
Flow control valves — Method for measuring and reporting regulating characteristics, NFPA/T3.5.16-1988. 

On 24 March 1982, the Hydraulic Valves Section approved the preparation of this standard as a Hydraulic Valve 
Section project.  A project group was appointed, met and prepared a TSP. 

Headquarters assigned the project the number NFPA/T3.5.16.  The TSP was forwarded to and approved by the 
Technical Board on 26 May 1982.  On 20 August 1982, the TSP was circulated for ballot among the NFPA Member 
Company Representatives having a Participant on the Hydraulic Valve Section. 

After the successful conclusion of balloting the TSP, Draft No. 1 was prepared and forwarded to the NFPA 
Headquarters.  The NFPA Headquarters Technical Staff prepared the draft (17 September 1982) for review by 
project group members prior to the 29 September 1982 Section meeting. 

It was reported at the 29 September Hydraulic Valve Section meeting that the project group had two new members. 

The project group met 16 March 1983 to review comments received as a result of Draft No. 1.  Several minor 
changes and the inclusion of a provision to test priority type flow control valves were approved. 

Upon completion of the addition, the document was forwarded to the NFPA headquarters.  The NFPA Technical 
Staff prepared Draft No. 2 on 10 June 1983 for review by the project group members prior to the project group 
meeting scheduled in the fall of 1983. 

The project group met 5 October 1983 to resolve the two comments received resulting from Draft No. 2. 

The Hydraulic Valve Section (T3.5) granted approval to circulate NFPA/T3.5.16 for general review.  At this time, 
Project Chairman Clark announced his retirement as chairman and from the Industry.  Ken Kramer accepted 
project group chairmanship. 

Upon receiving comment resolutions, Headquarters Technical Staff prepared the document for first general review 
on 22 December 1983.  The general review period ended 23 January 1984. 

Comments were received and addressed at the 28 March 1984 project group meeting. 

Resolutions were assimilated into the document and forwarded to the NFPA headquarters, whereupon the 
document was prepared for circulation among the project group (28 August 1984) for discussion at the 
3 October 1984 project group meeting. 

At the 6 March 1985 project group meeting the remaining comments were reviewed and resolved.  The Hydraulic 
Valve Section (6 March 1985) recommended that the document be submitted for ballot. 

The Technical Board granted approval to ballot at their 16 May 1985 meeting.  Headquarters Technical Staff 
prepared the document for ballot on 27 September 1985. 

The ballot closed with four negatives.  The project group meet on 19 March 1986 and 1 October 1986 to discuss 
the negatives.  They concurred with some of the comments and it was decided to make technical changes to the 
document, where required, to resolve the negatives.  A second ballot draft was prepared on 25 March 1988. 

The ballot closed with one negative comment.  This negative was withdrawn when the wording in clause 9.4.1 was 
changed from “load valve” to “test valve”.  At the 15 June 1988 meeting of the Hydraulic Valve Section it was 
recommended that the document be submitted to the NFPA Technical Board for final approval.  The Technical 
Board concurred with this recommendation and granted final approval on 15 September 1988. 
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