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Foreword 
(This foreword is not part of the American National Standard for Standard Technical Report Number 

Format and Creation, ANSI/NE0 239.234997. It is included for information only.) 

This standard, ANSI/NISO 239.23-1997, is in- 
tended for use with both publicly distributed and 
in-house technical reports. Its numbering format 
is flexible so that it can meet the diversified needs 
of different groups in either computer or manual 
operations. The standard should be used in 
conjunction with ANSI/NISO 239.18-1995, 
Scientific and Technical Reports-Elements, 
Organization, and Design. 

ANSI/NISO 239.23-1997 was originally de- 
veloped in 1974. It was first revised in 1983 by 
Subcommittee 32 on Technical Report Number- 
ing of American National Standards Committee 
239, which in 1983 became the National Informa- 
tion Standards Organization. The standard was 
further revised in 1990 to provide more latitude 
in constructing the report number by allowing 
for more characters, greater variabilitv of 

NISO Voting Members 
3M 

Richard W. Lindahl 
Robert L. Dreger (Alt) 
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Patricia S. Kuhr 
Marie Kascus (Alt) 
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Myron B. Chace 

Ameritech Library 
John Kolman 

Services, Academic Division 

Amoco Corporation 
Randy R. Reddemann 

Apple Computer, Inc. 
Janet Vratny 
Rita Brennan (Alt) 

Armed Forces Medical Library 
Diane Zehnpfennig 
Beth Knapke (Alt) 

Art Libraries Society of North America 
Thomas E. Young 
Penney DePas (Alt) 

separators, and coordination of volume and set 
numbers. This most recent revision expands the 
sequential group to 16 characters to accommo- 
date a four-digit year identifier. 

Suggestions for improving this standard are 
welcome. They should be sent to the National 
Information Standards Organization, 4733 
Bethesda Avenue, Suite 300, Bethesda, MD 20814, 
301-654-2512. 

This standard was processed and approved 
for submittal to ANSI by the National Informa- 
tion Standards Organization. It was balloted by 
the NISO Voting Members March 23,1996 - June 
28,1996. It will next be reviewed in 2002. NISO 
approval of this standard does not necessarily 
imply that all Voting Members voted for its ap- 
proval. At the time it approved this standard, 
NISO had the following Voting Members: 

Association of Information and Dissemination Centers 
Bruce H. Kiesel 

Association for Information and Image Management 
Judy Kilpatrick 

Association of Jewish Libraries 
Pearl Berger 
David Gilner (Alt) 

Association of Research Libraries 
Duane E. Webster 

Bell Labs 
M.E. Brennan 

CASPR, Inc. 
Norman Kline 
Brian Lomeli (Alt) 

CARL Corporation 
Ward Shaw 

College Center for Library Automation 
J. Richard Madaus 
Ann Armbrister (Alt) 

Data Research Associates, Inc. 
Michael J. Mellinger 
James Michael (Alt) 

Data Research Users Group, Inc. 
Beth F. Anderson 

EBSCO Information Services 
Sandra H. Hurd 
Mary Beth Vanderpoorten (Alt) 

Elsevier Science Incorporated 
John Mancia 
Norman Paskin (Alt) 

The Faxon Company 
Alan Nordman 
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Standard Technical Report Number Format and Creation 

1. Purpose, Scope, and Use 

The purpose of this standard is to provide a uniform 
format for the creation of unique but compatible 
technical report numbers. The use of this standard 
will enable issuing organizations to assign their 
report numbers so that the numbers will be 
compatible in format with those assigned by others. 
Indexing services will be able to provide lists of 
technical reports by number without confusion. 
Similarly, libraries, information centers, and other 
technical report users will be able to identify, locate, 
and easily organize report literature according to a 
consistent and accepted pattern. The standard will 
also enable users to cite reports efficiently and accu- 
rately. 

The Standard Technical Report Number (STRN) 
shall be used with all technical reports, including 
those produced innonprint media. The report num- 
ber shall appear in an upper comer on both the 
cover and title page and on the spine of a bound 
report if space permits so that a user will not have to 
remove the report from a shelf to read the number. 
A report number is composed of an alphanumeric 
report code (2-16 characters), a 2-character group 
separator, and a sequential group of 1-16 characters 
indicating the year, sequence of report issuance, 
and identifying characters for supplements, revi- 
sions, drafts, etc., as appropriate. The report num- 
ber shall appear on all copies of each report. 

2. Referenced Standards 

This standard is intended for use in conjunction 
with the following American National Standards. 
When this standard is superseded by a revision 
approved by the American National Standards In- 
stitute, consult the revision. 
ANSI/NISO 239.18-1995, Scientific and Technical 

Reports - Elements, Organization, and Design. 
IS0 10444:1994, Information and Documentation- 

International Standard Technical Report Num- 
ber (ISRN). 

IS0 3166:1993, Information and Documentation - 
Codes for the Representation of Names of Countries. 

3. Definitions 

Country Code. A code added to a Standard 
Technical Report Number to indicate country of 
publication. The code is optional and is not part of 
the Standard Technical Report Number (see 4.6). 

Group Separator. A double hyphen (--) used to 
separate the report code from the sequential group 
in the Standard Technical Report Number. 

ISRN. The identifying label used as a prefix to the 
Standard Technical Report Number. It is not part of 
the Standard Technical Report Number. The label 
stands for International Standard Report Number. 

Local Suffix. An optional field that permits the 
issuing organization or corporate entity 
formation. It is not a part of the Standard 
Report Number. 

to add in- 
Technical 

Report Code. The first portion of the Standard 
Technical Report Number. It designates the issuing 
organization or corporate entity and, in some cases, 
a series or a special series issued cooperatively by 
two or more organizations. 

Scientific and Technical Report (hereafter referred 
to as “report”). A document that conveys the results 
of basic or applied research and support decisions 
based on those results. A report includes the ancil- 
lary information necessary for interpreting, apply- 
ing, and replicating the results or techniques of an 
investigation. The primary purposes of such a re- 
port are to disseminate the results of scientific and 
technical research and to recommend action. 

A report has a unique, issuer-supplied report 
number and may have a contract or grant number 
and an accession or acquisitionnumber. A report also 
exhibits some or all of the following characteristics: 
1. Its readership may be limited, its distribution 

may be limited or restricted, and its contents may 
include classified, proprietary, or copyrighted 
information. 

2. It may be written for an individual or organiza- 
tion as a contractual requirement to recount a 
total research story, including full discussions of 
unsuccessful approaches. 

3. It is not usually published or made available 
through the commercial publishing trade; it is 
often available through a nonprofit govemmen- 
tal entity (for example, the National Technical 
Information Service or the Government Printing 
Office).’ 

l 239.184995, Scientific and Technical Reports-Elements, 
Organization, and Design 
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