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NOTICE 

The Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers (SCTE) / International Society of Broadband Experts 

(ISBE) Standards and Operational Practices (hereafter called “documents”) are intended to serve the public 

interest by providing specifications, test methods and procedures that promote uniformity of product, 

interchangeability, best practices and ultimately the long-term reliability of broadband communications 

facilities. These documents shall not in any way preclude any member or non-member of SCTE•ISBE from 

manufacturing or selling products not conforming to such documents, nor shall the existence of such 

standards preclude their voluntary use by those other than SCTE•ISBE members. 

SCTE•ISBE assumes no obligations or liability whatsoever to any party who may adopt the documents. 

Such adopting party assumes all risks associated with adoption of these documents, and accepts full 

responsibility for any damage and/or claims arising from the adoption of such documents. 

Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this document may require the use of subject 

matter covered by patent rights. By publication of this document, no position is taken with respect to the 

existence or validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. SCTE•ISBE shall not be responsible for 

identifying patents for which a license may be required or for conducting inquiries into the legal validity or 

scope of those patents that are brought to its attention. 

Patent holders who believe that they hold patents which are essential to the implementation of this document 

have been requested to provide information about those patents and any related licensing terms and 

conditions. Any such declarations made before or after publication of this document are available on the 

SCTE•ISBE web site at http://www.scte.org. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Executive Summary 

This document defines functionality associated with and the messaging used to control Program-Specific 

Ad Insertion.  Program-Specific Ad Insertion is the scheduling and insertion of a Spot into a digital 

broadcast Program based on the program identifier passed in the SCTE 35 [1] Cue Message.  The usage 

of specific data fields defined in SCTE 35 are defined in this document. 

1.2. Scope 

Current Traffic Systems allow Affiliates to schedule the insertion of commercial advertising in either a 

Time-Based or Event-Based “Window” format. Both Time-Based and Event-Based reservations are setup 

well in advance based on communication from the Networks as described in Section 6 (Informative).   

Program-Specific Ad Insertion is the scheduling and insertion of a Spot into a specific broadcast Program 

in order to avoid misplacement of the Spot as in the cases of sports overruns, delays, alternate 

programming or other variations from a published schedule.  

An overview of the specifications involved in the interaction of an end-to-end system implementing 

Program Specific Ad Insertion is shown in Figure 1 - System Context of this Standard, below.   

Additionally, Appendix B: SCTE 118 Within DPI End-To-End Representative Architecture 

(Informative), illustrates these components and message flows within the overall DPI context.  

 

 

Figure 1 - System Context of this Standard 

 

Additionally, this document will highlight other potential areas where Spots may air outside of Program 

Windows and therefore, may be of concern during a later stage of this specification. 
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