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NOTICE 
 

The Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers (SCTE) Standards and Operational Practices 
(hereafter called “documents”) are intended to serve the public interest by providing specifications, test 
methods and procedures that promote uniformity of product, interchangeability, best practices and 
ultimately the long term reliability of broadband communications facilities. These documents shall not in 
any way preclude any member or non-member of SCTE from manufacturing or selling products not 
conforming to such documents, nor shall the existence of such standards preclude their voluntary use by 
those other than SCTE members. 

SCTE assumes no obligations or liability whatsoever to any party who may adopt the documents. Such 
adopting party assumes all risks associated with adoption of these documents, and accepts full 
responsibility for any damage and/or claims arising from the adoption of such documents. 

Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this document may require the use of subject 
matter covered by patent rights. By publication of this document, no position is taken with respect to the 
existence or validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. SCTE shall not be responsible for 
identifying patents for which a license may be required or for conducting inquiries into the legal validity 
or scope of those patents that are brought to its attention. 

Patent holders who believe that they hold patents which are essential to the implementation of this 
document have been requested to provide information about those patents and any related licensing terms 
and conditions. Any such declarations made before or after publication of this document are available on 
the SCTE web site at http://www.scte.org. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Executive Summary 

The Placement Opportunity Information Service (POIS) provides an interface to a repository of 
descriptions of opportunities for placement of content within an audio/video stream. Frequently these 
specify opportunities for insertion of advertising content within entertainment programming. The POIS 
may also contain attributes and constraints for each placement opportunity, platform compliance, rights, 
and policies of the content in which the placement opportunity exists. These placement opportunities are 
content specific; therefore, attributes and constraints may vary by network, geographic region, or other 
content distribution dimension. 

The POIS provides Placement Opportunity metadata through query and notification services to service 
endpoints. What a Placement Opportunity is and how it influences an advertising service is discussed in 
SCTE 130 Part 3. See [SCTE 130-3] for additional information. Using the interface defined herein, 
service endpoints may retrieve detailed information about placement opportunities known to the queried 
POIS. 

Figure 1 provides one example of a POIS in an SCTE 130 logical environment.  

 

Figure 1 - Example SCTE 130 System Landscape with POIS 

As illustrated in Figure 1, a POIS answers queries concerning the Placement Opportunities it is aware of 
and issues notification messages for registered queries when Placement Opportunity changes are detected. 
How the Placement Opportunity information is obtained by a POIS is outside the scope of this document. 
The anticipated number of content streams is also outside the scope of this document. The existence of a 
POIS implementation as a logical service coexisting with other services or systems does not imply the 
referenced content is available. 

1.2. Scope 

This document defines the messaging protocol for the POIS consistent with other parts of the SCTE 130 
standard. A POIS, or a repository to which it has access, stores and maintains descriptions of content 
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