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NOTICE 
 

The Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers (SCTE) / International Society of Broadband Experts 
(ISBE) Standards and Operational Practices (hereafter called “documents”) are intended to serve the public 
interest by providing specifications, test methods and procedures that promote uniformity of product, 
interchangeability, best practices and ultimately the long-term reliability of broadband communications 
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standards preclude their voluntary use by those other than SCTE•ISBE members. 
 
SCTE•ISBE assumes no obligations or liability whatsoever to any party who may adopt the documents. 
Such adopting party assumes all risks associated with adoption of these documents, and accepts full 
responsibility for any damage and/or claims arising from the adoption of such documents. 
 
Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this document may require the use of subject 
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existence or validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. SCTE•ISBE shall not be responsible for 
identifying patents for which a license may be required or for conducting inquiries into the legal validity or 
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Patent holders who believe that they hold patents which are essential to the implementation of this 
document have been requested to provide information about those patents and any related licensing terms 
and conditions. Any such declarations made before or after publication of this document are available on 
the SCTE•ISBE web site at http://www.scte.org. 
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This document is identical to SCTE 28 2012 except for informative components which may have been 
updated such as the title page, NOTICE text, headers and footers. No normative changes have been 
made to this document. 

NOTE: 

• Instead of the URL http://www.cablelabs.com/opencable/udcp/, the reader could consult 
https://apps.cablelabs.com/specification/?query=&category=VIDEO&subcat=UNIDIRECTIO
NAL.  

• Instead of the URLs http://www.cablemodem.com/ and http://www.opencable.com/, the 
reader could consult 
https://apps.cablelabs.com/specification/?query=&category=VIDEO&subcat=CABLECARD.  

• All references to the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) should be changed to the 
Consumer Technology Association (CTA). 

Host-POD 
Interface Specification 

1 SCOPE  

This standard defines the characteristics and normative specifications for the interface 
between Point of Deployment (POD) security modules owned and distributed by 
cable operators, and commercially available consumer receivers and set-top terminals 
(“Host devices”) that are used to access multi-channel television programming carried 
on North American cable systems. The Point-of-Deployment module is also known as 
a CableCARD™ device. These Host devices may also be supplied by the cable 
operators. The combination of a properly-authorized POD module and a Host device 
permits the unscrambled display of cable programming that is otherwise protected by 
a conditional access scrambling system. 

This standard applies extensions, modifications, and constraints to the interface 
defined in CEA-679 [1], the National Renewable Security Standard. 

This standard supports a variety of conditional access scrambling systems.  
Entitlement management messages (EMMs) for such scrambling systems are carried 
in the cable out of band channel as defined by ANSI SCTE 55-1 [3]and ANSI/SCTE 
55-2 [2].  Other data transfer mechanisms such as the signaling methods of the 
DOCSIS version. 1.1 cable modem standard may be supported in the Host device.  A 
cable operator is able to upgrade security in response to a breach by replacing the 
POD modules, without requiring any change in the host device. 

The interface will support Emergency Alert messages transmitted over the out of 
band channel to the POD module and then delivered by the POD module over the 
interface to the host device using the format defined in SCTE 18 [4]. 

It may also support Interactive Program Guide services, Impulse Pay Per View 
services, Video on Demand, and other messaging and interactive services.  It supports 
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