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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD 
 
An American National Standard implies a consensus of those substantially concerned with its scope and 
provisions.  An American National Standard is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer and 
the general public.  The existence of an American National Standard does not in any respect preclude anyone, 
whether he has approved the Standard or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, 
processes, or procedures not conforming to the Standard.  American National Standards are subject to 
periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest editions. 
 
CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard is permitted to be withdrawn at any time.  The 
procedures of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or 
withdraw this Standard no later than five years from the date of publication.  Purchasers of American 
National Standards receive current information on all Standards by calling or writing The American National 
Standards Institute. 
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FOREWORD 

WCMA standards, of which the document contained herein is one, are developed through a 
consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards 
Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to 
achieve consensus around window covering products and safety issues. While the WCMA 
administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of 
consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or 
the soundness of any judgments contained in any such standards. 

The WCMA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature 
whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly 
resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance on this document. The WCMA also makes no 
guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information published herein. 

In issuing and making this document available, the WCMA is not undertaking to render 
professional or other services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the WCMA 
undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to someone else. Anyone using 
this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate, seek the 
advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given 
circumstances. 

The WCMA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the 
contents of this document. Nor does the WCMA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or 
installations for compliance with this document. Any certification or other statement of 
compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to the WCMA and is 
solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of such statement.
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1. SCOPE  

1.1 The members of the Window Covering Manufacturers Association, Inc. (WCMA), recognizing that 
unfortunate accidents, including strangulation, have occurred among young children using certain products 
having flexible loops made or imported by members of the industry, have prepared this Standard in 
cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 

WCMA members have been engaged in an extensive awareness program and have also furnished millions of 
devices to be used in a retrofit manner to reduce the chance of user injury.    

This Standard is not intended to inhibit, but rather to encourage the development of devices and methods that 
shall further improve the safety of products manufactured by industry members.  Manufacturers and other 
users of this Standard are requested to submit suggestions for improvements to WCMA. 

Members of WCMA, in recognition of continuing improvements to be made, shall sponsor appropriate 
revisions to this Standard on a regular basis. 

1.2 This Standard applies to all interior drapery hardware and window covering products that incorporate 
bead chains, cords, or any type of flexible looped device in their operation.  The items covered include the 
products listed in 1.3 when used in all reasonably foreseeable environments where young children are 
present. 

1.3 Products covered include Cellular Shades, Horizontal Blinds, Pleated Shades, Roll-Up Blinds, Roller 
Shades, Roman Shades, Traverse Rods, and Vertical Blinds.  Stock and Custom Products. (See Section 3 for 
definitions of these terms.)  

2.   GENERAL 

2.1  Objective  The objective of this Standard is to provide requirements for covered products in 1.3 that 
reduce the possibility of injury, including strangulation, to young children from the bead chain, cord, or any 
type of flexible loop device used to operate the product. 

2.2  Values  Required values given in this Standard are given in U.S. units. The SI (metric) equivalents are 
approximate. 

2.3  Tolerances  Where only plus or minus values are given, they are permitted to be exceeded or reduced as 
appropriate at the option of the manufacturers. Linear dimensions expressed without specific tolerances or are 
not marked maximum or minimum shall be plus or minus 1/32 in. (1 mm). 

3. DEFINITIONS 

3.1 Accessible Inner Cords  “Accessible” inner cords are the inner cords and or blind members, which 
can be accessed and pulled, to create a free standing cord loop.  

3.2 Bead Chain  A series of small spheres, equally spaced on a cord or connected by metal shafts, and used 
to operate a window-covering product. 

3.3 Cellular Shades  Includes those products referenced and commonly known as Honeycomb Shades.  
(Figure 2.)  These products are manufactured using a number of natural and artificial materials, which include 
but are not limited to, fabric, and polyester film. Cellular shade substrates consist of multiple layers 
(referenced to as a single, double or triple cell construction) of material formed into tubes or cells in a 
horizontal orientation.  

3.4 Cord Connector  A device used to join the ends of several individual cords and provide cord(s) for 
operation below the cord connector. 

3.5 Cord or Bead Loop  A curving or doubling of a bead chain or cord so as to form a closed loop. 

3.6 Cord Release Device  A device which releases a cord loop when subjected to a specified load. 
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