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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD 
 

 
An American National Standard implies a consensus of those substantially concerned 
with its scope and provisions.  An American National Standard is intended as a guide to 
aid the manufacturer, the consumer and the general public.  The existence of an American 
National Standard does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he has approved the 
Standard or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes 
or procedures not conforming to the Standard.  American National Standards are subject 
to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest editions. 
 
CAUTION NOTICE:  This American National Standard is permitted to be revised or 
withdrawn at any time.  The procedures of the American National Standards Institute 
require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this Standard no later than 
five years from the date of publication.  Purchasers of American National Standards 
receive current information on all Standards by calling or writing the American National 
Standards Institute. 
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FOREWORD 
 

WCMA standards, of which the document contained herein is one, are developed through 
a consensus standards development process approved by the American National 
Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied 
viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus around window covering products and 
safety issues. While the WCMA administers the process and establishes rules to promote 
fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or 
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in 
any such standards. 
 
The WCMA disclaims liability for any person injury, property or other damages of any 
nature whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or 
indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance on this document. The 
WCMA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any 
information published herein. 
 
In issuing and making this document available, the WCMA is not undertaking to render 
professional or other services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the WCMA 
undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to someone else. Anyone 
using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as 
appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of 
reasonable care in any given circumstances. 
 
The WCMA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with 
the contents of this document. Nor does the WCMA list, certify, test or inspect products, 
designs, or installations for compliance with this document. Any certification or other 
statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable 
to the WCMA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of such statement. 
 

This standard was first published by the American Window Covering Manufacturers 
Association as Commercial Item Description 1029 last revised in 1986. The document 
covered commercial 1 and 2 inch horizontal slat venetian blinds.
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1. SCOPE 
1.1  This Standard contains minimum requirements for corded horizontal louver blinds 
made with metal slats. It is intended that conformance to this Standard assures 
satisfactory product performance, quality and durability. 
1.2  Tests described in this Standard are performed under laboratory conditions. Results 
may vary when used under other conditions. 

2.  GENERAL 
2.1  A Horizontal Blind consists of cord, cord lock, head and bottom rails, slats, ladders 
or tapes and a tilting mechanism. 

2.2  Louvers shall be capable of being tilted to various angles.  These angled adjustments 
contribute to the control of light, privacy, view, heat and ventilation. 

2.3  Louvers shall be capable of being raised and lowered to various heights. 
2.4   Slats are permitted to be 1/2" (13 mm) to 2" (51 mm) wide as selected by the user 
and available from the manufacturer. 
2.5  Horizontal Blinds shall be easily removed and reinstalled. Fastener requirements are 
not included in this standard due to varying materials of construction and resultant 
installation methods. 

2.6 Horizontal Blind components shall conform to the tests and performance 
requirements described in this Standard up to the sizes specified in Section 5. Blinds over 
120" (3048 mm) in width or length requiring a maximum pull force of over a 45 lbf (198 
N) when tested in accordance with Pull Force Test 5.3 are not subject to the Standard. 

2.7   Blinds shall be constructed for interior space  and specified  as either inside mount 
(between the jambs) or outside mount (outside the jambs).   For inside mount, blinds shall 
be made to 1/2" (13 mm) less than the width specified ± 1/8" (3 mm) unless otherwise 
specified by the manufacturer. For outside mount, blinds shall be made to the width size 
specified ± 1/8"  (3 mm). The height/length for all blinds shall be made to size specified  
+1/2" (13mm), -1/4" (6 mm). The window opening is measured in both horizontal and 
vertical planes. Standard method is to first provide window opening width (horizontal) 
and then height or length (vertical) dimensions.   
2.8  Blind Length of the finished blind is measured from the top of the headrail to the 
bottom of the bottom rail when blind is fully extended (deployed) and the slats are in the 
full view position. This is also referred to as blind height. 

2.9  Blind Width of the finished blind is the horizontal dimension of the widest horizontal 
blind component. 

2.10  Required values in this Standard are given in US units.  SI (metric) equivalents are 
approximate. 

2.11  Required to conform to the most recent version of ANSI/WCMA A100.1, the 
American Standard for Safety of Corded Window Covering Products. 
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